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Announcements – Part 1 
 

2025 Upcoming Events 
 

 

38th FAB Annual Meeting 
December 9-10, 2025 

We are excited to announce the 38th Annual Meeting of the Florida Association of Aquatic 

Biologists at Wekiwa Springs State Park, in Apopka, FL. 

 

Call for Abstracts: Deadline: November 7 
 

We welcome oral presentations and posters on any topic pertaining to aquatic animals or plants 

and their taxonomy, systematics, ecology, biogeography, physiology, behavior, or other related 

topics related to aquatic habitats, communities or populations. Papers or posters on methodology 

or experimental design are also appropriate and welcome. 

 

Submittals from students are particularly encouraged, and as an incentive, students who 

present an oral paper or poster get the meeting registration fee waived. 

 

More information about the meeting location, hotels, registration, abstract submission, and 

student travel awards can be found here: 

 https://www.floridaaquaticbiologists.org/events.html 

Hotel Block Expires: November 7 
 

 

 

 

2025 Fall Marine Workshop 
 

 
The Fall Marine Workshop will be held October 8-10, 2025, at the University of Tampa's Marine 

Education Center. 

We are pleased to have Dr. Kristine White with the Department of Biology and Environmental 

Science, Georgia College & State University, Milledgeville, Georgia 

 

Registration is limited to 25! 
                                                                          

https://www.floridaaquaticbiologists.org/events.html
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2025 Spring Workshop Recap 
 

Taxonomy and Biology of Aquatic Coleoptera 

 
Dr. John Epler and Dr. Andrew Short lectured and facilitated taxonomic identification of aquatic 

beetles at the Department of Entomology and Nematology, UF, Gainesville on May 6-8, 2025. 
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In Memoriam: Mark J. Wetzel 
 

 

Mark was a beloved member of FAB since 1988 and served several years on the Workshop and Certification 

Committee. He was a world reknown Oligochaeta taxonomy expert and aresearch scientist at the Illinois 

Natural History Survey from February 1972 untilretirement in June 2014. Post-retirement, he continued 

part-time employment editing biological surveys and assessment reports, serving as the curator of the INHS 

Annelida Collection, and working on manuscripts.  

 

Mark received his Bachelor of Science from the University of Illinois and his Master of Science from 

Eastern Illinois University. He was a member of many national and international scientific organizations, 

whichgave him the opportunity to travel extensively throughout the US and abroad, studying aquatic 

oligochaetes and other invertebrates. 

 

Mark was a friend and mentor to Floridian invertebrate taxonomists.  As an outdoor enthusiast, he was an 

avid camper, hiker, kayaker and above all else, a collector of invertebrates in a variety of aquatic 

environments. He also loved music, playing bass guitar in bands for most of his adult life. 

 

Mark is sorely missed by all of his Florida friends and colleagues. 

 

For a list of Mark’s extensive publications, please visit Publications – Mark J. Wetzel 

 

A toast to you, Mark. Cheers! 
 

 

https://mjwetzel.inhs.illinois.edu/publications/
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Conferences and Meetings of Interest 

 
• Society for Freshwater Science (SFS) May 17-21, 2026. Spokane, Washington 

• Florida Academy of Sciences (FAS) March 20, 2026. University of Tampa, Florida 

• North American Lake Management Society (NALMS) November 4-7, 2025. Myrtle Beach, South 

Carolina 

• American Society of Limnology and Oceanography (ASLO). May 12 - 16, 2026. Montreal, 

Quebec, Canada 

• The Ecological Society of America (ESA) July 26-31, 2026. Salt Lake City, Utah 

• The Crustacean Society January 3-7, 2026. Portland, Oregon 

• Coastal and Estuarine Research Federation (CERF) November 9-13, 2025. Richmond, Virgina 

 

For an extensive list of related conferences, visit: 

https://conferenceindex.org/conferences/marine-science 

https://conferenceindex.org/conferences/ecology 
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Announcements – Part 2 
 

News & Books 
 

 

 

Rob Mattsen has been a member of FAB since 1990, 35 years ago. During that time, he served as 

Newsletter Editor (1995-2013), President (2016-2017), and Treasurer (2018-current). Rob retired 

from the St. Johns River Water Management District in November 2022, and he also hoped to 

retire from the Treasury position by January of 2026. With Rob making several calls to action, 

we are pleased to announce that Scott Duncan has stepped up to be FAB’s Treasurer, pending the 

vote at the Annual Meeting in December. Rob will be training Scott in the months to come. For 

now, please defer any monetary questions to Rob, who is still currently serving as Treasurer.  

 

FAB appreciates Rob’s service to the organization over the years and FAB is glad you will join 

us now and then during your retirement’s new adventures. 

 

Getting more involved in FAB is fun, rewarding, and for students it looks great on resumes! For 

those interested in becoming involved with the Executive Committee, please email: 

info@floridaaquaticbiologst.org. 

 

 

mailto:info@floridaaquaticbiologst.org
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(Editor), Mary A. Sewell (Editor) 

 

 
Professor Alexander J Alexander J. 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Membership fees are due February 15! 
 

Your membership fee covers one year: January 1 - December 31 and is due February 15th of each year. 

Once registered, you will receive email confirmation of your purchase. If you would like to pay your dues 

and register for a workshop, you may add them to your cart upon check-out. They will be displayed as 

separate items on the receipt for easy bookkeeping. 

 

Pay Now by Credit Card (preferred method) 
 

or 
 

Check, payable to FAB and mailed to: 
 

Rob Mattson, Treasurer 

121 Palm Trail 

East Palatka, FL 32131 
 

Reminder: 
If you have not paid your membership dues for 2025, please add 2025 membership dues ($35) to your 

cart. To check your membership status, please email Rob Mattson. 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/0081028717?tag=uuid10-20
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0081028717?tag=uuid10-20
https://www.amazon.com/stores/author/B0CRPQXKX8?ccs_id=9f6169b6-7cb5-4bc2-bcd8-10b20f1b2450
https://www.floridaaquaticbiologists.org/store/c2/Register_for_an_Event_or_Become_a_Member.html
mailto:yelpmark@att.net
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